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A L T O  T A J O
Parque Natural del

By protecting the territory, we are recognizing how important it is this 

gorge system, the largest in the region and one of the most important ones 

in Spain, given the wide diversity of geological formations and wildlife 

and flora species. This natural protected area enjoys an excellent state of 

conservation, representing the best in terms of biodiversity of Castilla-La 

Mancha region. Key elements of its biodiversity are the following ones:  

• �Black pine forests

• �Riparian forests

• �Juniper forests of Juniperus thurifera

• �Eurosiberian forests

•�Wet meadows, peat bogs and upland wetlands habitats

• �Rocky boxwood woodlands

• �River (Italian) crayfish

• �Forest and cliff-nesting raptors

• �Egyptian vulture

DOWNLOAD THIS GUIDE HERE

https://areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/content/documento/folleto-guia-del-visitante-al-parque-natural-del-alto-tajo-guadalajara
https://areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/content/documento/folleto-guia-del-visitante-al-parque-natural-del-alto-tajo-guadalajara
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N A T U R A L  V A L U E S

L a n d s c a p e

The Natural Park owns an exceptional 

l a n d s c a p e  c o m p o s e d  b y  i t s 

hydrographic network, especially with 

canyons and gorges. It also has unique 

slope formations, such as crevices, 

jagged peaks and monoliths on 

mainly limestone and red sandstone, 

where pinewoods and riparian forests 

surround the river courses. High 

moorlands covered with juniper and 

pinewoods are remarkable too.

This highly unexploited territory creates 

unique and gorgeous landscapes.

PARK VIEWPOINTS This Park offers a wide network of 

viewpoints and observation spots. Please, check them in the public 

use map or scan the QR code.

Chequilla viewTajo river view

VIEWSPOINT
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https://areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/rap/espacios-naturales-protegidos/enp-parque-natural/148/visita-y-disfruta
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Tajo river view 
from Zaorejas 

viewpoint
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From left to right: 
Primula farinosa, Hippurus vulgaris  

y Atropa baetica.

ENDANGERED FLORA SPECIES: Given the wide diversity of habitats in the area, 
plus its great conservation status, the Park is home to a diverse range 
of endangered flora species and EU species of interest with different 
ecological preferences, such as lakes, wetlands, peat bogs, salt ponds, 

river banks, rock formations, Eurosiberian refuges, cluster pinewoods and 
siliceous and limestone mountains.
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ENDANGERED 

WILDLIFE SPECIES

 From left to right: 
in the top, river 
( Ital ian) crayfish 
(Austropotamobius 
pallipes) and Egyptian 
vulture (Neophron 
percnopterus).
Bottom, Bonelli’s 
eagle (Aquila fasciata) 
and common genet 
(Genetta genetta).
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Buitres  
leonados en  

La Escaleruela,  
Zaorejas
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sea animals), as well as marine species 

fossils from the Jurassic and Triassic eras.

 
Geomorphological elements:
• Karst river and and gorges, such as Tajo 

and Hoz Seca rivers.

• River canyons on red sandstone, such 

as Arandilla and Gallo canyons.

• Karst formations, such as cavities, 

sinkholes, polje, karst springs, and stone 

villages. Tornero cave, with an explored 

stretch longer than 11 km, is an example.  

Travertine formations (tuff) and large 

waterfalls, as the ones in Sand Pedro 

bridge and La Escaleruela.

• Salt ponds, peat bogs, screes like block 

stream such as Enebral creek in Orea 

and other periglacial environments 

formations.

To the left, Peña Horadada (Riba 
de Saélices), under these lines 
La Escalaruela (Zaorejas), Checa 
Dropstone and Enebral block stream 
(Orea)
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On top, chozón sabinero (huts made of juniper wood) and under these lines, left to right,
Cueva de los Casares, Virgen de Montesinos Hermitage, Buenafuente del Sistal monastery and 

Armalla (Tierzo) Saltworks.
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Mapa Información

From Guadalajara
• The northern sector of the Park can

be accessed from Molina de Aragón

to Corduente, Taravilla, Peralejos de la

Truchas, Checa and Orea, via the N-211

road with an access near Alcolea del

Pinar, in exit 135 of the A-2.

• We can also go via A-2 road to

Almadrones (km 103) to take CM-204 

road up to Cifuentes towards Trillo, 

Villanueva de Alcorón, Zaorejas, Peñalén 

and Poveda de la Sierra, or towards 

Ocentejo.

• We can also access  Zaorejas ,

Peñalén and Poveda de la Sierra, from

Guadalajara via N-320 towards Cuenca.

Access the public use map of the park in pdf format here:

NATURALEA  EL   A  L  T  O   T  AJO
“Naturalear” is to explore the territory, walk its trails, enjoy its calm 

villages and nature surroundings without leaving any mark, but our 

respect for what we are doing.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Centro+de+Interpretaci%C3%B3n+%22Dehesa+de+Corduente%22+del+Parque+Natural+del+Alto+Tajo/@40.8520658,-1.9982772,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0xd5cedda1afdce25:0x255319f562293cc5!8m2!3d40.8520658!4d-1.9982772!16s%2Fg%2F11cjkw9t1p?hl=es-ES


https://www.google.es/maps/place/Centro+de+Interpretaci%C3%B3n+%22Sequero+de+Orea%22+del+Parque+Natural+del+Alto+Tajo/@40.5559413,-1.7267681,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xd5abd8cd96ab86d7!8m2!3d40.5559413!4d-1.7267681?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivsNCzpu38AhUxYPEDHbCyA4QQ_BJ6BAhREAg&coh=164777&entry=tt&shorturl=1
https://www.google.es/maps/place/Centro+de+Interpretacion+Rio+Tajo+de+Zaorejas/@40.7615406,-2.2003606,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x967d0447b46b3369!8m2!3d40.7615406!4d-2.2003606?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjP7_v1pe38AhVxQUEAHfz5Cj8Q_BJ6BAhGEAg&coh=164777&entry=tt&shorturl=1
https://www.google.es/maps/place/CENTRO+DE+INTERPRETACI%C3%93N+MUSEO+DE+LA+GANADER%C3%8DA+TRADICIONAL+EN+EL+ALTO+TAJO/@40.5862947,-1.7909363,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x1b6a23c367337fc0!8m2!3d40.5862947!4d-1.7909363?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjhtpTGpu38AhXiXvEDHausB48Q_BJ6BAhWEAg&coh=164777&entry=tt&shorturl=1
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2 Senda del Castillo

Valtablado del Rio
9 km

3 La Rambla del Avellano 

Arbeteta
Distance: 12 km

4 El Valle Los Milagros

Riba de Saélices
 5 km

DIFFICULT TRAILS: for highly experienced hikers. 

They take longer hiking sessions, as well as a guidance system in areas without cellular 

coverage (GPS or maps).

17 La Laguna  
de la Salobreja (long trail)

Orea
16.6 Km

18 El Arroyo  
del Enebral

Orea
18 Km

INTERMEDIATE TRAILS:

For experienced hikers. You are required to 

prepare the trip and appropriate equipment 

in advance. Easy trails with a complicated or 

slightly dangerous stretch might be included 

in this category. 

8 El Rodenal  
de Corduente 

Corduente
9 km

10 El Salto  
de Poveda

�Laguna 
de Tarabilla

5 km

12 Cabrillas  
river trail 

Megina

8 km

17 La Laguna  de la 
Salobreja (short trail)

Orea
4 Km
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CHECK 
HERE

CAMINOS NATURALES (NATURAL TRAILS). Trails included in the 
programme Caminos Naturales of the Spanish Ministry of Environment, so the 

ministry is in charge of marking it and keeping it in good conditions.

113

GR113: CAMINO NATURAL DEL TAJO

This long-distance trail, longer than 

1000 km, follows Tajo river from its 

spring in Sierra de Albarracín (Teruel) 

to the Portuguese border in Cedillo 

(Extremadura).

Stages in Parque Natural del  Alto Tajo

Checa

Trillo

 141 km (in the Park) Level: 

intermediate

Stage 3: San Lorenzo chapel (Checa) - 

Peralejos de las Truchas 

Stage 4: Peralejos de las Truchas - 

Poveda de la Sierra

Stage 5:Poveda de la Sierra - Zaorejas 

Stage 6: Zaorejas - Villar de Cobeta 

Stage 7: Villar de Cobeta -  

Huertapelayo 

Stage 8: Huertapelayo - Valtablado

del Río

Stage 9: Valtablado del Río - Trillo

66

GR66: CASTELLANO MANCHEGO 
TRAIL

This trail traverses north to south the 

region in the most eastern limit. It 

penetrates Guadalajara province from 

Milmarcos village, with a detour to Mesa 

river valley, up to Peralejos de las Truchas, 

a more than 90 km long stretch.

Stages in Parque Natural del  
Alto Tajo

Corduente

95 km

Level: intermediate

Stage 3: From Corduente to Cobeta (26 km) 

Stage 4: From Cobeta to shelter Fuente de la 

Falaguera (20 km)

Stage 5: From shelter Fuente de la 

Falaguera to Casas del Salto (Poveda de la 

SIerra) (28 km).

Stage 6: From Casas del Salto (Poveda de la 

Sierra) to Masegosa (Cuenca) (30 km)

Long distance Environmental interest Starting point

Geological interest Linear trail

Historic-artistic interest Loop trail

Interactive             Document

https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/desarrollo-rural/temas/caminos-naturales/caminos-naturales/
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MOUNTAIN BIKE (MTB) ROUTES IN THE 
PARK:

EASY TRAILS 

Less than 22 km trails for families and amateurs

1 Valtablado Del Rio MTB 
route

Valtablado Del Rio
21 Km

  3 La Muela

Taravilla
 31 Km

2 Los Miradores  
Del Tajo

Taravilla and 
        Lebrancón

 55 Km

4 La sierra

Checa
 70 Km

INTERMEDIATE TRAILS: 

Appropriate equipment and previous 

experience are required because of its 

length, high slope or type of soil.
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http://www.geoparquemolina.es/web/guest/geo-rutas
https://areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/rap/espacios-naturales-protegidos/enp-parque-natural/148/visita-y-disfruta
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From Taravilla
Febrero cave, Pie y medio and Puntal del 

Pancho viewpoints can be reached by 

bike, following the Miradores del Tajo 

route, starting in Taravilla.

Taravilla lake is a beautiful lake 

originated by the growing process 

of a tuff wall which holds the water. 

Even though, a stream ends in the 

lake, it feeds mostly by groundwater. 

Thanks to the favourable weather 

conditions of the lagoon, it is home 

to a wealthy ecosystem. There is a 

parking lot, a picnic site and a trail 

around the lake.

Salto de Poveda route is a 5 km loop 

hiking trail, starting from Taravilla lake, 

up to Salto de Poveda spot. This place 

was created when the wall of an old 

hydroelectric dam collapsed. La Muela 

route, by bike, will take you to some of 

the best viewpoints around Taravilla lake 

and Peralejos de las Truchas, such as El 

Cachorrillo and Pie Molino viewpoints.

There are picnic sites areas around 

Tajo river and in the canyon itself, 

where visitors will rest and cool off 

near the banks of the Tajo while 

gazing highly beautiful backwaters 

and landscapes.

Interactive             Document







31 Parque Natural del ALTO TAJOIndex31

S U S TA I N A B L E  T O U R I S M
Parque Natural del Alto Tajo 

is integrated in the European 

Charter for Sustainable Tou-

rism (ECST). This tool aims to 

bring closer to companies committed to 

tourism sustainability to the management 

of the Park, establishing requirements in 

relation to its environmental sustainability.

ACCOMMODATION

• �El Mirador de Oter country house 

(Oter, Cifuentes)

• �Dehesa común de Solanillos rural inn 

(Mazarete)

• �El Descansillo hostel (Escalera)

• �Casas del Salto country houses (Poveda 

de la Sierra)

• �El Bú country house (Peralejos de las 

Truchas)

• �Chon Alto Tajo rural apartments and 

houses (Peralejos de las Truchas)

• �La Gerencia hotel (Checa)

• �El Portón de la Sierra hotel and apart-

ments (Orea)

RESTAURANTS

• �Casas del Salto restaurant-bar (Poveda 

de la Sierra)

• �El Portón de la Sierra restaurant-bar 

(Orea)

• �Corrinche restaurant (Alcoroches)

ECOTOURISM AND  

ACTIVE TOURISM

• �D e h e s a  c o m ú n  d e  S o l a n i l l o s 

Environmental Education Centre 

(Mazarete)

• �Trillo Aventura (Trillo)

• �Asdon Aventura (Poveda de la Sierra)

• �Sentir el Alto Tajo (Peralejos de las 

Truchas)

Companies and accommodations integrated in ECST

GUIDED TOURS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

The Park activity program offers guided tours and other free activi-
ties for all visitors. Please, book in advance.
Local ecotourism and active tourism companies offer different activities:

• Hiking trails
• Ecotourism activities
• Water activities
• Ciclotourism and MTB routes and bike renting

ECST COMPANIES

CLIC HERE
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https://redeuroparc.org/carta-europea-turismo-sostenible/
https://areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/rap/espacios-naturales-protegidos/enp-parque-natural/148/visita-y-disfruta/actividades
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Regulation of activities within the Natural Park

• �Hiking and bike tours: they are 

allowed individually  in all the Park, 

without permits or authorizations. 

For group, business or companies 

activities, authorization from the Park 

is mandatory.

• �Driver-guided sightseeing tours: 
authorization from the Park is required.

• �Running races: authorization is 

required.

• �Water and sport activities. Check 

PRUG (Master Plan for the Use and 

Management of the Park).

• �Overnight stay in shelters: allowed for 

only one night.

• �Free camping: not allowed.

• �Climbing: is only allowed in the 

designated areas. Check PRUG.

• �Swimming: allowed except for 

Valtablado del Río lake and in Arandilla 

river. Swimming areas regulated and 

supervised by Consejería de Sanidad 

are located in the area of San Pedro 

bridge, in Zaorejas.

• �Mushroom picking: regulated in many 

villages. Appropriate permits are required.
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https://areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/rap/espacios-naturales-protegidos/enp-parque-natural/parque-natural-del-alto-tajo
https://areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/content/legislacion/prug-del-parque-natural-del-alto-tajo
https://sierraaltotajo.es/micoturismo/tipos-permisos-tarifas
https://registrounicociudadanos.jccm.es/registrounicociudadanos/acceso.do?id=SJLZ
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CHECK 
HERE

MOLINA DE ARAGÓN  
TOURIST INFORMATION

CHECK 
HERE

ACCOMMODATION:When looking 
for accommodation, choose some 
of the rural places integrated in 
the ECST, as they will improve your 
experience in the Park.

CHECK 
HERE

GEOPARK 

CHECK 
HERE

GEOPARK TOURIST GUIDE

CHECK 
HERE

MUSEO COMARCAL  
MOLINA DE ARAGÓN

CHECK 
HERE

PARQUE NATURAL DEL ALTO 
TAJO GEOLOGICAL GUIDE

CHECK 
HERE

 ESPACIO RED NATURA 2000  

CHECK 
HERE

VIDEOS OF THE PARK

Safety, rules and recommendations 
Help us protect the Park!
 �Using the trails and other equipment in the natural areas may entail some risks. Take necessary 

precautions to enjoy them responsibly.

 ��Do not make noises disturbing the wildlife or causing inconvenience to other visitors.

 �Help us keeping the natural area clean. Do not litter; only dispose litter in the bins located the urban 
areas.

 �No fires permitted. Please do not throw burning cigarettes.

 ��Free camping is not allowed.

 �Please respect flora, wildlife and protected area.

 �Using soaps and detergents is not allowed in natural water courses.

 �Keep pets supervised at all times.

 �Please obey all signs and indications from the park rangers and support staff of the protected area.

 �Try to avoid motor vehicles when possible. When in use, maximum speed limit is 30 km/h on trails and 
paths.

 �In order to prevent problems of soil erosion and for your safety, do not leave designated paths and trails.

 �Extreme temperatures can be reached both in summer and winter, please dress accordingly. 
Appropriate footwear is required all year round. 

Learn more
Park website: areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/alto-tajo
Email: pnaltotajo@jccm.es
Trillo, Cifuentes and Molina de Aragón Tourist information.
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https://www.turismomolinadearagon.com/
https://redeuroparc.org/consulta-empresas-cets/?field_cets_enp_tid=47
http://www.geoparquemolina.es/web/guest/el-geoParque
http://www.geoparquemolina.es/web/guest/guia-turistica
http://www.geoparquemolina.es/web/guest/museo-comarcal
https://www.castillalamancha.es/gobierno/agrimedambydesrur/estructura/dgapfyen/rednatura2000/liczepaES4240016-ES0000092
https://areasprotegidas.castillalamancha.es/rap/espacios-naturales-protegidos/enp-Parque-natural/148/recursos
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DO YOU PRACTISE NATURALEAR?

Learn more
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